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FRONT COVER: 9137 down Ouyen goods pauses at Gheringhap behind G526- 

$310-X31-B76 (WCR) shunts the siding to attach some empty gypsum wagons. 

Gheringhap station, now devoid of human activity, stands alone, forlorn and 
neglected. Tues.10.3.98 Peter Foote 
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Footscray. Fri.6.3.98 Steve Munro 


BACK COVER: Having completed shunting, CLP14 Barriagulla stands opposite 

merchant ship Selandia at Patrick’s siding with 9756/AM3 from Adelaide while 

the crane in the background helps construct the bridge support for the CityLink 
project over the Docklands area. Fri.6.3.98 Ted Payne 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


MAY 
[ss] 


ANNIVERSARIES 


7th, 1973: Mr G F Brown, last Chairman of 
Commissioners retired. (25) 

8th, 1888: Opening of Royal Park - Collingwood 
line. (110) 

8th, 1888: Opening of Nicholson Street to 
Fitzroy line. (110) 

8th, 1888: Opening of Clifton Hill - Heidelberg 
line. (110) 

8th, 1888: Opening of Moe - Thorpdale line. 
(110) 

8th, 1888: Opening of Sale - Stratford Junction - 
Bairnsdale line. (110) 

8th, 1973: VR Board of seven members became 
governing body of railways. (25) 

10th, 1968: New Bendigo station buildings 
opened. (30) 

15th, 1888: Opening of Lilydale - Yarra Flats 
line. (110) 

22nd, 1933: Bay Excursion Pier - Station Pier, 
Port Melbourne line electrified. (65) 

25th, 1903: Opening of Hattah - Nowingi line. 


(95 

25th, 1953: Closure of Yarram - Woodside line. 
(45) 

26th, 1978: Last Ballarat - Maryborough railcar 
school train service, operated with 153 hp 
Walker. (20) 

1883: First railmotor (Rowan Steam Car) in 
service. (115) 


JUNE 
Sea 
ANNIVERSARIES 

3rd, 1978: Last Bendigo - Robinvale DERM rail 
motor service operated. (20) 

4th, 1988: Loco J515 recommissioned for service 
by SLSPG. (10) 

7th, 1858: Contract awarded for construction of 
Melbourne - Bendigo railway. (140) 

10th, 1928: Automatic signalling installed 
between North Melbourne and Macaulay. (70) 

llth, 1953: Last mixed train steamed to Bright 
hauled by K164. (45) 

14th, 1883: Opening of Wodonga - Murray River 
- Albury line. (115) 

21st, 1883: Melbourne - Sydney service 
inaugurated with break of gauge at Albury. 
(115) 

21st, 1883: Opening of Raywood - Mitiamo line. 
(115) 

2ist, 1923: Opening of Colac - Alvie line. (75) 

22nd, 1923: Won Wron - Woodside line opened. 
(75) 

28th, 1948: Ashburton - Alamein line re-opened 
electrified. (50) 

29th, 1968: New Portland station opened. (30) 

30th, 1893: First loco built at Newport 
Workshops — Z class No.526, 0-6-0 type. 
(105) 

30th, 1983: VicRail ceased to exist. (15) 

30th, 1983: Two-way train to base radio 
introduced on North-East and Western lines. 
(15) 

1973: VR monthly magazine News/etter renamed 
Railways. (25) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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GSR THE OVERLAND 


Mr John Finnin, group chief executive, 
Great Southern Railway, said that the 
future of the oldest intercapital train, 
the Overland, on the Melbourne to 
Adelaide service was precarious unless 
more money was spent improving the 
Victorian track. 

The Great Southern Railway has a 
commitment to the Federal Govern- 
ment to continue the service for two 
years. The Overland service was losing 
customers and money because it was 
too slow (13 hours when it should 
take 10 hours) and marred by delays 
because track was in such a poor 
condition. 

Great Southern Railway had in- 
vested in the line in the belief that 
Federal and State governments plan- 
ned to increase rail spending, Mr 
Finnin said, and, although he 
applauded the Federal Government's 
commitment to boosting rail, the 
States were spending next to nothing. 

The State Government spokesman 
indicated that the Government did not 
believe the track standard was affect- 
ing the GSR. The Federal Transport 
spokesman indicated the Federal Gov- 
ernment was committed to revitalising 
rail transport ($250 million over four 
years) and working with the States to 
maintain the rail network. (Age) 


V/LINE FREIGHT 


V/Line Freight would be sold to the 
private sector as an integrated business 
under a 15-year renewable lease, the 
Victorian Government indicated. 


The State Cabinet is believed to 
agree to vertically integrate the freight 
business. Victorian-owned tracks in 
the country will be included in the 
V/Line Freight business, although 
other rail operators will be able to 
use the tracks under an open-access 
regime. 

Mr Cooper, the State Transport 
Minister, confirmed that the sale later 
this year is part of the plan to privatise 
all the State’s public transport by mid- 
1999. The V/Line Freight sale will give 
the management of the new company 
responsibility for the intrastate rail net- 
work on which it depends. The lease 
will protect the network and guarantee 
that all operators, including V/Line 
Passenger, will have statuary rights to 
run their services over it. (Age) 
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NATIONAL RAIL BARRIERS 


At the Melbourne Rail conference, rail 
operators warned of the significant 
barriers to competition in the national 
rail sector. 


The NSW short haul operator Sil- 
verton Tramway warned that the 
national rail communications system 
needs to be overhauled. A train passing 
through several States could not 
communicate without different radio 
equipment. 


Great Southern Railway called on 
the new Australian Rail Track Auth- 
ority to reduce the differences in access 
pricing. The group had to negotiate 
four different track access agreements, 
which is a major barrier to competitive 
entry. The Authority should give cost 
breakdown from track providers and 
make access simpler and clearer for all 
operators. 


Another issue to be addressed is 
the relative government assistance pro- 
vided by the rail industry compared to 
the trucking industry, which has put 
the rail industry at a significant com- 
petitive disadvantage. (Age) 


EMU BAY RAILWAY 


The private rail group Australian 
Transport Network, a consortium of 
New Zealand, USA and local groups 
has reached an agreement to pur- 
chase the Pasminco minerals freighting 
business, the Emu Bay Railway Com- 
pany. 

The purchase will extend the ATN’s 
Tasmanian rail coverage from 581 to 
716 kilometres and will give the group 
an additional 630,000 tonnes of freight. 


ATN intends to grow Emu Bay’s rail 
business by servicing the mineral-rich 
mines of the west coast and moving 
into untapped rail freight oppor- 
tunities, such as the forest industry. 


ATN is owned by New Zealand 
Tranz Rail, USA group Wisconsin 
Central Transportation Company and 
investment firms. (Age) 


EXHIBITION GOODS SHED 
AND No.2 RAILWAY 
GOODS SHED 


Under the Heritage Act an application 
has been made to dismantle and 
remove the Exhibition Goods Shed 
(Registered Heritage Place 930) to a 
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trackwork is still causing delays Laie Geoff Bryson 


place unspecified and demolish a sub- 
stantial part of the No.2 Railway 
Goods Shed (Registered Heritage 
Place 933) for the purposes of con- 


structing a mixed use tower building 
known as ‘Grollo Tower’. 

The No.2 Railway Goods Shed situ- 
ated within the Docklands Project 


was the basis of the ARHS Victorian 
Division submission to the Victorian 
Government as the site of a potential 
world class Railway Museum. 


The Heritage Listed No.2 Goods Shed, late 1997 Lindsay Chapman 
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— Youthful memories of a — 
MELBOURNE Post-WAR 
RAILWAY SUBURB 


The following are some 


CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 
1940s — 1955 


I was born in Williamstown, Victoria 
in 1942 during the Second World War 
and lived and grew to adulthood in 
the adjacent suburbs of Newport and 
Newport West; within a couple of 
kilometres of the vast Newport Rail- 
way Workshops. 

There is little doubt that if the fortunes of war had allowed 
Melbourne to come within range of Japanese bombers during 
World War 2, my suburb would have been obliterated, for — 
across the street from my Newport home stood hectares of 
oil tank farms, whilst a kilometre to the north west was the 
railways reclamation and rail depot, then the Spotswood 
Railway Workshops. 

A kilometre or so to the south east was the Victorian Rail- 
way’s and the State Electricity Commission’s (SEC) electric 
power stations (next to the oil wharves on the Yarra), whilst a 
kilometre or two to the south was the Railway Workshops 
and the Newport marshalling yards. (The Victorian Railways 
Power Station was taken over by the SEC in 1951.) 

To top all this, the Naval Dockyards were at Williamstown, 
three or four kilometres south east. 

The oil tanks, across the street, were jacketed around the 
sides with brick walls to minimise damage if they exploded. 
It was some years after wars end before the bricks were 
removed (like-wise the blackout paint on some of our house 
windows!). My dad used some of those cast-off bricks in our 
backyard. 

Family members relate how as a tiny lad I’d stand at our 
front gate during the war watching the armed guards march- 
ing up and down our street, patrolling these tank farms. 

Because one-third of the Williamstown municipality was 
not rateable due to the multitudes of Government instal- 
lations within its bounds, the city’s lower revenue base 
allowed services to remain archaic longer. I remember in the 
early 1950s, horse drawn garbage trucks, oil engine rollers 
with diamond stacks, men chipping out weeds between the 
bluestone gutter blocks with triangular headed hoes, also one 
must not forget the horse-drawn bread and milk carts. I 
remember, during school holidays, sitting on the bread-cart 
as the horse slowly walked the vehicle down our street as 
the bread-man, with his cane basket, raced into each house, 
fulfilled the orders then back to the cart whilst still in motion 
and re-filling his basket. You couldn’t do that with a motor- 
ized bread-van! I well remember going out on the road to 
bring in horse manure for the garden. 

In the early 1950s, ice-chests in the home were still the 
norm. One was considered rich if one owned a refrigerator 
(or a reticulated hot water system!). So on Saturday mornings 
the wood-man, instead of delivering mallee roots, wood and 
coke for our heating requirements turned up in his ice-truck 
loaded with blocks of ice. We youngsters would congregate 
about the truck’s back like seagulls, waiting to pick up the 
waste ice pieces to suck. 


Allen J Clark 
All photos by the Author 


recollections of my younger 
days, growing up in the 
Melbourne western suburb 
of Newport 


One day, I remember watching a 
group of lads, on scoring a fairly large 
piece of block ice, carrying it to the 
Newport - Melbourne railway, where it 
was placed on the down line near the 
Newport Home semaphore signal. 
The next electric train, unhesitatingly 
and efficiently converted the offending 
block to ice chips. 


Up to the end of 1954, I lived about one hundred metres or 
so east of the railway between Newport and Spotswood 
stations, while the branch between Spotswood and the oil 
farms and power station passed 200 metres north of my resi- 
dence. Trains were so much a normal background to my 
everyday existence that I remember the noise of the steam 
coal trains working to and from the power house only waking 
me once from my night slumbers. 

Of the Power Station I remember the green State Electricity 
Commission 0-6-0 Diesel Electric Locomotives (the same 
model as the Victorian Railways F class shunters) working 
about the yards and the tipplers that emptied the 4-wheel rail- 
way trucks of their coal by turning the vehicles affixed to the 
tippler platform on their side. 

I remember little of the steam hauled coal trains to the 
power house, but certainly remember the L class (co-co) Elec- 
tric Locos hauling their long rakes of wagons to and from the 
station. 

Just east of the power station the Williamstown City Coun- 
cil’s ‘Short Road Ferry’ (steam) operated across the Yarra 
River. Many atime I'd stand fascinated, watching the antics of 
the chains as they jerked and guided the vehicle loaded craft 
back and forth between the shores of Fishermans Bend and 
Newport. 

Of course, in those days, the Tait suburban electric trains 
were the norm, except one travelled second class on cane 
backed seats whilst the more privileged travelled first class on 
fully upholstered seats. And who remembers travelling in 
an 0 compartment? These compartments were at one end of 
certain trailer carriages (‘ringer cars’), and well appreciated by 
pram users because of the wider doors. They were built for 
possible use as driver’s or guard’s compartments, which in 
fact happened, I think, in the 1960s as D cars. These carriages, 
if my memory serves me, had a large white 0 painted on the 
side of the compartment in question. I also remember G cars 
mixed up in the electric train consist. These carriages were 
equipped with gas lighting (as well as electricity) for use on 
short distance country trains. 

I vaguely remember the PERMS (Petrol Electric Rail 
Motors), which seemed less noisy when converted to DERMS 
(Diesel Electric Rail Motors). They were on the Werribee run. 

One of the S class steam locos (4-6-2) came past on a goods 
train one day, (the only time I remember seeing these 
engines) otherwise only two classes of steam engines or trains 
that worked about Newport stick in mind. The first was the 
0-6-0 Y class steam hauled oil trains. Each weekday afternoon, 
the train would work down the powerhouse branch and 
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Above: Top end of Newport marshalling yard with storage sheds 


behind the trucks and from the top, lines to Williamstown, Newport 
Workshops and Geelong 


Below: Southern end of the yard with the Newport Workshops 
boiler shop in the background 


NEWPORT YARD 
1961 


potter about at each oil company’s siding placing and picking 
up oil tanks and wagons of drums. 

After school, we children, would often spend time playing 
about the swamp holes in the area, occasionally putting tad- 
poles on the line, whilst the old engine chugged about its 
task. Of course the tadpoles would usually cause the engine to 
spin its wheels. My brother commented recently that the loco 
crews waving to us when their steed lost its feet was not 
all that friendly! 

After the engine had made up its train it would push the 
train back to Spotswood, pick up more oil tanks there, then 
race its heavy train towards Newport marshalling yard at what 
I consider a good turn of speed. The Y’s Ch-ch-Chug — 
Ch-ch-Chug’, sounded quite distinctive. 

The other train, which still runs today, was the long ‘up’ 
commuter train from Geelong, that passed me about 8.30 am 
each morning as I headed off to primary school. 

This train, because of its length, stuck out a loco and two or 
three carriages past the end of the Newport platform, it was 
usually powered by an R class 4-6-4. This train left quite an 
impression on me because of the noise generated by the loco 
as it lifted its heavy load towards Spotswood. 

Around 1950 there was a long rail strike (55 day strike 
15.10 to 8.12.1950 according to Victorian Railways to ’62). I 
remember a bunch of us boys finding a 4-wheel ganger’s trol- 
ley and trundling up and down the line between the closed 
railway gates at Newport and Spotswood, about a mile, much 
to my railwayman father’s displeasure. 

When the strike ended, my father took us up to the railway 
to see the first train to run by. It was a Saturday and for some 
reason the goods trains began first. The passenger trains 
began running the next day. I remember seeing the steam 
loco coming from Spotswood but not what it was hauling. 
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A double-headed steam hauled Circus train passed one 
day, but a strong memory I have is the Royal Train passing 
through late one Saturday in 1954. (February is the date given 
in Victorian Railways to '62’). 

In those days, I, in company with many other youths, 
usually attended the Saturday afternoon ‘flicks’ matinee at the 
local picture theatre. If one could hear the sound-track above 
the noise of the patrons’ cheers and boos of the screen charac- 
ters; the feet stamping, the occasional missile hitting the 
screen; or the Jaffas rolling down the sloping floor, you wat- 
ched vintage black and white Batman or Superman serials and 
what seemed to me the ubiquitous Western feature films. 

One day an unusually happy theatre proprietor stood near 
the screen, (he only usually appeared when noise or be- 
haviour got out of hand) and patriotically informed the 
assembled multitude that the picture was to finish early so we 
could see the Royal Train go past. Not only this, he armed us 
with flags, bunting and buzz wirlies, so we dutifully lined the 
track side just on the up side of Newport station and let her 
rip as the train passed by. I remember the Queen and Prince 
Phillip standing and waving on the open ended last carriage. 
I have the impression the platform was glassed in. 

Another memory of Newport in the early 50s was the so 
called ‘Seaweed City Express’, the colloquial name given to 
the local electric train shuttle service which worked the 6.8 
kilometre trip to the seaside settlement of Altona and return. 

This train had at its disposal four ‘dog box’ carriages made 
up in two D-M configurations. One set worked the off peak 
service, whilst the peak services were serviced by the train 
operating as four carriages. 

This ‘Express’ was so named because of the notorious 
build-up of seaweed and smells on the shores of the semi 
isolated south-western beach suburb it serviced. 


R724 hauling the 6.05 pm up Geelong pass. approaching Newport in December 1963 
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R726 rolls a wheat train through the Melbourne Road gates and on towards Brooklyn on Mon.24.12.62. 


Every train seemed to stop here while the gateman tried to stop the road traffic 


This train was reputed to be the only train that travelled, 
forwards, backwards, upwards, downwards and sideways at 
the same time. This no doubt, being a reference to the then 
rough track on the Altona branch line. 

About once a week the Altona train would run as a ‘mixed’, 
with one or two 4-wheeled wagons, (I think with firewood) 
and a Z van. 


1955 — 1967 


In early 1955 I moved to what was, in those days, the south- 
west urban edge of Melbourne, West Newport. 

Only another un-made street of not all that many houses 
separated us from the Paisley Coal Dump, then paddocks, 
paddocks and more paddocks, with plenty of Boxthorn and 
Scotch Thistle! Briquettes for the Newport Power Station 
were brought to Paisley by train, then when required, road 
trucked east to the Power Station. 

Opposite Paisley station, the Vacuum Oil Co had set up an 
oil refinery about five years previous to our move, the smells 
of which, wafted over us when a south-wester was blowing. 

From here one could hear the trains racing along and blow- 
ing their whistles as they sped along the straight between 
Newport South and Paisley: That reminds me, in those days 
the electric trains had a single tone organ pipe whistle 
mounted on the face of the driving cars. The three tone trum- 
pet, (I think an improvement) came later. 


THOSE NEWPORT GATES 


During the first half of 1955 I was an afternoon paper boy 
delivering papers in part of West Newport. 

After loading the papers at the newsagency in Newport I 
had to cross the railway to commence my round. More times 
than not, when sidling up to the Newport rail crossing just 
south of Newport station, I found the gates closed to me and 


the road traffic. The time would be about 4.40 pm or so, peak 
time. So I would happily sit there watching a kaleidoscope 
of rail traffic; electric suburbans, DERMS, Transfer freights 
(usually steam) Werribee and Geelong passenger trains and 
20 or so minutes of time passed by, causing a significant build 
up of traffic on each side of the gates. Then finally the gates 
were opened, however it seemed to me that no sooner had 
the fellow in the adjacent signalbox done his public spirited 
job than he immediately endeavoured to commence closing 
the gates again. Newspaper reports of the time suggested 
‘Those Newport Gates’ were closed 8 hours in every 24 hour 


period. 


As a lad I was fascinated by the skill of those signalmen 
operating the ‘ship’s wheels’ playing a cat and mouse game 
with the road vehicles in an endeavour to close the gates 
without damage to gates and cars. 


I remember one day watching as the signalman swung the 
gates as the road vehicles drove through the ever narrowing 
gap. Suddenly, an old canvas topped car drove straight at the 
narrowing gap. I covered my eyes as I expected to hear the 
sound of splintering gates, but no, the gatesman’s skill saved 
the day and the car got through. These gates were finally 
replaced with an overpass about 1960. 


Incidentally, nearly all the signals from our street south and 
around Newport station and the approaches from the Wil- 
liamstown, Newport Workshops and the Geelong/Altona 
lines and the marshalling yards were worked mechanically 
from this signal box. North of our street the signals were 
three lens colour light signals. 


I would be quite well off if I received even a cent for the 
number of times the electric train drivers would ‘trip’ the first 
Newport down automatic signal at danger, re-set the trip, 
then creep down to the home signal. 
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Newport area — 1950s - 1960s 


THE LATE 1950s 


Most of this period saw me regularly pass over the Newport 
South gates by bike to and from Williamstown Technical 
School. I regularly witnessed the staff exchange as the Altona 
Local entered the Altona branch at this point. 


I remember one evening waiting at the gates as an A’ 4-6-0 
hauled 6.05 pm ex Melbourne raced its way to Geelong. The 
scene stuck in my mind as the open fire-box glare reflected off 
the engine’s exhaust smoke in the gathering dusk. 


A companion beside me remarked, ‘One day that will be 
a memory’ referring to the eventual demise of the steam train. 
I didn’t believe him. 


During this time certain classes of steam engine were regu- 
larly seen working about Newport. Some of these, if my 
memory serves me, included C’s 1, 16 and 26 (or 22) 2-8-0’s on 
the transfer goods and of course those poor Stephenson 4-6-0 
A?’s (I think there were five) shorn of their smoke deflectors 
and their driving wheels covered with safety boards. I 
thought they looked ugly as they took over the work from 
the Y class shunting in and around the Newport and 
Sunshine loop line. 


Of course, with the arrival of the first two series of T 
class Bo-Bo general purpose diesel-electric locomotives (320- 
346; 347-356 6) during the second half of the 1950s steam activ- 
ity declined in the Newport area somewhat, but the arrival of 
the W class 0-6-0 diesel-hydraulics in 1960 almost eliminated 
suburban steam working. 


Despite this there were still regular steam hauled goods 
trains operating between Melbourne and Geelong, mainly 
N class 2-8-2’s and R class 4-6-4’s with J class 2-8-0’s thrown 


in with the odd appearance of the now hand full of A’s still 
operating; whilst during the busy December/January periods 
the 6.05 pm ex Melbourne passenger train to Geelong would 
revert to steam (R class). The bank from Newport South to 
Newport, particularly if having to start from a standing stop 
brought some trains to grief. | saw an N class hauled train 
stuck one day, however the most tantalising display I saw 
was an R class lifting its load towards Newport at less than 
walking pace, how the driver kept his train going I don’t 
know, but he did, it was just moving! 


A resurgance of steam trains passing and working about 
Newport occurred during the period 1962-1964 including 
steam (J class 2-8-0) appearing at least on one occasion on 
an afternoon commuter train to Werribee and one of the last 
Stephenson A’s hauling a rake of coal trucks to the power 
house, whilst the 6.05 pm ex Melbourne particularly dur- 
ing December/January periods was R class hauled. This all 
petered out during 1965 with only an occasional steam goods 
putting in an appearance, diesels were now supreme. 


I well remember the nightly through goods (No.87 in the 
1958 Working Timetable) Newport to Geelong timed to 
commence its journey at 8.55 pm. 


The train was made up in the Newport marshalling yards 
and on the given signal, it reversed through Newport station, 
whether on the up or down line I knew not, until the loco 
passed the starting signal, then headed off to Geelong. 


One night, I was walking along the adjacent street when 
this reversing manouvre was in progress, but on pulling up 
sharply the train divided near me. I continued to where the 
guard’s van was. As nothing seemed to be happening I hailed 
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Below: N469 departs Newport yard tender first on a transfer trip to Tottenham on a Saturday 


afternoon 
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R704 moves quietly into Newport Workshops on its last day in steam, having hauled a train to Melbourne 
from Bendigo. 14.12.67 


the guard and informed him that the train had divided. He 
thanked me having wondered why the train was taking so 
long to move off! 

Provision for up trains to reverse into Newport Yard from 
the main line was assisted by two triangular boards, lettered 
‘45 Vehicles’ and ‘60 Vehicles’ placed in the appropriate pos- 
itions on the left hand side of the up line between Newport 


and Spotswood stations. 

Apart from the Newport Railway Workshops shunters, 
usually a wheezy old E class 0-6-2 tank or, sometimes from 
1960 one of the two M 0-6-0 class diesel hydraulic shunters, 
when moving rakes of vehicles from the western area of the 
‘Shop to other areas’, I remember no other train reversing 
back off the main line into the yards. 


On my marriage in 1967, I moved away from Newport to 
Altona. The mechanical signals have now gone, a third line 
for goods has been built around the back of the up Newport 
platform, now also the standard gauge line to Adelaide. 
Trains no longer run to the power house but still collect oil 
tanks from around the tank farm area. Newport Marshalling 
Yards are no more, but Newport still remains a busy centre 
of railway activity to this day. 


REFERENCES 

Victorian Railways to '62. Leo J. Harrigan. 

VR Public Relations and Betterment Board, 3.12.1962. pp.113, 
152, 271. 

Victorian Railway Working Timetable — Western and South 
Western Districts 13.10.1958 — Victorian Railways, pp. 58, 155. 


A’986 and R722 make a smoky departure out of E siding as they lift another load of wheat 
towards Geelong 
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THe LONG FENCE 


O. the northern side, the fence 


commenced at the end of the brick 
wall above Princes Bridge station in 
Flinders Street opposite Russell Street 
and ran continuously to the road 
bridge over the Hurstbridge and Reser- 
voir lines. On the other side of the 
bridge the fence was of high corrugated 
iron with an access gate to the Princes 


Bridge yard. This fence probably re- 


== 1900 = 


The area east of Flinders 
Street station which includes 
the east yard, Princes Bridge 

yard, running lines, 
workshops and sub-station 

was once surrounded by a 
tall wooden picket fence that 

ran down both lines of the 
railway land to Punt Road, 


branch and electricity control centre 
before beginning again then another 
double gate entrance before reaching 
the Olympic Pool. Next door to the 
pool was the City Morgue. From here 
the picket fence began again before a 
double wire gate served Jolimont 
Workshops, the overhead depot and 
track gang buildings. From the double 
gates, it veered away from Batman 


placed the original picket one as this Richmond Avenue and ran beside the Jolimont 
section ran along Wellington Parade Workshops to the northern side of 
South (known colloquailly as Mugs’ “Yarra Bank’ and Flinders Park and 
Alley) which was bordered on the R ay A Ry an stayed at the edge of the railway land 


other side by a Melbourne City Coun- 
cil depot yard and was a lonely part 
of Melbourne, particularly at night. 

The iron fence no doubt was erected to keep prying eyes 
away from the trains stabled there and to discourage unde- 
sirables from sleeping in them. The fence continued as far as 
Jolimont Road where it then turned south and reverted back 
to a picket fence again (the opposite side of Jolimont Road 
was residential) bordering the far 
end of Princes Bridge yard and the 
Railway Hostel down to Brunton 
Avenue. 

This section contained a 
double wire gate giving vehicle 
access to the yard and further 
along a small wire gate for the 
hostel. The fence in its southerly 
direction was bordered by fir trees 
on railway land no doubt planted 
to give the residents opposite a 
‘green look’ rather than look at the electric trains and country 
cars stabled there. The fence then ran along the south side of 
Brunton Avenue bordering the running line and finishing at 
the railway bridge at Punt Road. This section was accom- 
panied by a hedge along its length. A couple of hundred yards 
along Brunton Avenue a small wiregate was provided for the 
signalmen who worked in E signal box at Jolimont Junction 
located just inside the fence. To gain entry to E box, a large 
open brick lined storm water drain was crossed by a small 
wooden bridge with a handrail. The fence continued along 
passing under the iron footbridge where double wire gates 
provided vehicle access to a wide strip of land between the 
fence and the running lines. It then ran to Punt Road and 
the bridge abutment. 

On the south side it commenced in Batman Avenue at the 
end of the stone wall near the tram terminus. It began with a 
corrugated iron fence for a short distance to a double wire 
gate giving access to the mortuary platform. Once again it 
is possible that this fence was of wooden pickets and the 
introduction of the mortuary trains bought about the iron 
fence giving courtesy to the deceased being loaded and 
unloaded. This gate and platform was also used by Wirths 
Circus to load and unload the elephants from the circus train. 
The fence began again from this gate bordering the signals 


The iron fence no doubt was 
erected to keep prying eyes away from 
the trains stabled there and to 
discourage undesirables from 
sleeping in them 


north of the parklands until it reached 

- Punt Road. When the fence reached 
the workshops a gate was provided for staff to gain access to 
the tram stop. From this point a row of poplar trees in Flin- 
ders Park followed the fence past the workshops to a football 
ground. Once again they were planted to hide the workshops 
and surrounding buildings from the parkland and Batman 
Avenue and possibly Government House. 

It was along this section of 
fence in the park that men down 
on their luck bedded down for the 
night. The high brick building of 
the workshops provided a wind 
break for them. Courting couples 
also found sanctuary here during 
the day. When the fence reached 
the end of the workshops another 
small access gate was provided. It 
then ran along before passing the 
huge Jolimont sub-station where 
another gate was provided for the staff. Leaving this part a 
hedge on railway land accompanied it running alongside the 
railway test track then under the iron footbridge and onto 
Punt Road where it turned north for a few yards to join the 
railway bridge abutment. 

Today there is no evidence that it ever existed. 


PTC PHOTOGRAPH 
AND VIDEO SERVICE 


The Public Transport Corporation has 400,000 black and 
white and colour photographs available for purchase, 
covering 115 years of railways and tramways in Victoria. 
Subjects include engineering infrastructure, station build- 
ings, signalling, rollingstock and of course locomotives 
— steam, diesel and electric. The service also offers a 
number of video titles. 


For enquiries, contact Colin Kemp or John Phillips 


Phone: (03) 9619 4180 or (03) 9619 4818 
Fax: (03) 9619 4960 


Level 10, Transport House 
589 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
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— ARHS steam tour into — 
AUSTRALIAN PAPER — MARYVALE MILL 


On Saturday 4 April 1998, 


S= locomotive R707 was head- 
ing a special train, chartered by the 
Australian Railway Historical Society — 
Victorian Division, that was bound 
for Maryvale and Traralgon, hauling a 
consist of cars: BK700-BK714-BK711- 
BRS221-BS206-BRS225. 


Before the tour started our train did 
a cook’s tour, departing from Newport 
just before 07 00 to run up to Spencer 
Street (platform 8), where the loco ran 
around and then a train examination took place. The train 
then ran out to South Kensington sidings, before returning to 
Spencer Street to actually start the tour from platform 13. 


During the train examination, an air leak developed and 
it was thought that this was solved by turning off a main 
reservoir valve. However, during the tour, soon after depar- 
ture from Dandenong, the water supply into the kiosk 
suddenly dried up and the washrooms also had no water 
either. The problem was rectified at our first stop in the 
Haunted Hills (I might add without the help of any ghosts.) 
Earlier in the day before departure, we had problems power- 
ing the BS car from the BRS and, after the loss of 30 minutes, 
this was solved with a change-over jumper cable. 


R707 steamed out of Spencer Street at 08 49 (scheduled 
08 45) and stopped to pick-up at: Flinders Street 08 54, Caul- 
field 09 09. At this stage we were hard on the heels of the 
Gippslander and an all stations stopping suburban train 
which slowed our progress from Oakleigh and we departed 
Dandenong 09 39 (7 minutes late). The tour proved to be very 
popular with the non-airconditioned accommodation and 
the optional Walhalla Inspection Tour — both being fully 
booked weeks in advance. Soon after departure our Car 
Captains were soon out greeting the patrons, distributing 
timetables and issuing a complimentary 16 page set of 
historical notes to all travellers. 


Our tight and fast schedule, with 100 km/h rolling- 
stock, called for an express run to Moe in 68 minutes, which 
was accomplished in 67 minutes. However, this stop was 
eliminated and we then passed through Moe at 10 46. Our 
first photostop for the day took place deep in the heart of 
the Haunted Hills on a 1 in 50 gradient, where R707, under 
the control of Driver, Ross Gorman, lifted the train in 
superb style performing to the delight of the photographers 
who were overlooking the line from an elevated hillside 
photostop vantage point. Upon passing Herne’s Oak cros- 
sing loop at 11 10, looking out the left hand side could be 
seen the vast open cut mine, with Yallourn in the distance. 
Approaching Morwell looking over on the right hand side 
could be seen the eight chimneys towering over the Mor- 
well power station, before stopping at Morwell from 11 19 
to 11 21 to fulfill the safeworking formalities. Soon after 
departing with the staff, we arrived at the Maryvale Exchange 
Siding, (11 25 to 11 33) which is equipped with an Inter- 
mediate Electric Staff Instrument. Safeworking formalities 
completed, we departed, running onto the five kilometre 
private branch line, now operated by V/Line Freight. For safe- 
working purposes the branch is worked under the ‘Siding 
Conditions’. 


R707 became the largest 
locomotive ever to traverse the 
private railway line into 
the Australian Paper — 
Maryvale Mill 


Bruce Payne 


The maximum permissable speed 
on the private track is 30 km/h, with 
special restrictions at each end of the 
line. Our second photostop took place 
on the road over rail and road bridge 
situated some 500 metres short of the 
Maryvale Paper Mill railway entrance. 
After photographers had reached the 
elevated vantage point, featuring our 
train on a right-hand curve, framed 
by the timber plantation, R 707 once 
again performed for the photographers and then continued 
into the container loading area within the Australian Paper — 
Maryvale Mill complex. 

Whilst R707 was inside the mill reversing around our 
train at the container loading area, patrons were walking up 
through the entrance to form another photoline. R707 had 
just created history by becoming the largest locomotive, at 
190.4 tonnes, to have ever run into the Maryvale Paper Mill. 
It is also believed that this was the first steam hauled railfan 
special to have ever run into the Maryvale Paper Mill. How- 
ever in 1956, aJ class steam loco hauled the RESO special train 
into Maryvale Mill. In the past various D type steam locos 
owned by the mill have worked along the line and also served 
as stationary boilers. Until recently the line was only available 
to T class diesel-electric locos and lighter. V/Line Freight took 
over the operation of freight services along the Maryvale line 
on 1 March 1996 and as from 18.6.96, (WON 4/96) the line 
then became available for the operation of ‘All Loco Classes’ 
including the G class, weighing 128 tonnes, into Australian 
Paper — Maryvale Mill. 

While our tour was at Maryvale the Tour Organisers set up 
a special photoline at the container loading area for a station- 
ary photograph featuring R707 in these new surroundings in 
front of the Australian Paper Mill complex. After this photo 
session was complete, patrons who were then participating in 
the fully booked optional Walhalla Inspection Tour, boarded 
one of two classic double-decker buses that were to convey 
them there. 

Upon arrival at Thomson station at the head of the 
Walhalla Goldfields Railway, patrons were greeted with 
the provision of a country style refreshment stall. Soon after 
the Fowler 0-6-0 diesel loco docked the train ready for a very 
interesting return trip to Happy Creek. On arrival back at 
Thompson, patrons then re-joined the buses for the return 
journey via Erica to connect with our steam train at Moe 
station. 

In the meantime, R707 had departed the mill at 12 40, 
(10 minutes behind schedule) running tender-first to arrive 
Maryvale Exchange Siding at 13 00. After the safeworking for- 
malities and an air leak had been attended to, our departure 
took place at 13 32 to arrive in Traralgon at 13 43 (28 minutes 
behind schedule). 

At the Traralgon Loco Depot R707 was turned on the 70 
foot turntable in readiness for our return journey. Following 
seven hours of steaming the water in the tender needed to 
be replenished and this was done simply, direct from a fire 
hydrant, whilst the other loco servicing requirements were 
attended to. 
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R707 is the heaviest loco ever to operate into the Australian Paper Mill at Maryvale — seen here 


waiting to depart 


After the Melbourne bound Gippslander (Train No. 8432) 
ex Sale had come through on the new platform, our train was 
then docked in the old platform, with departure taking place 
at 15 03 (13 minutes late). We crossed the Sale bound 
Sprinters (Train No. 8415) at Morwell (instead of Hernes Oak 
as scheduled). Train Control requested that we eliminate a 
photostop, which we did, as the down Maryvale Mill paper 
train was waiting at Moe on the double track. However our 
train passed through Moe and was promptly pulled up in 
order to connect with our buses ex the Walhalla Inspection 
Tour (as scheduled). The first bus arrived as we returned 
to the Moe platform and we then had to wait a few minutes 
for the arrival of the second bus. 

Departure from Moe took place at 15 57 (14 minutes late) 
and we ran express to Dandenong to arrive at 17 15 (21 
minutes late). However, running from Pakenham to Dande- 
nong was slowed by a preceding suburban train. The run 
through the suburbs was also more sedate, arriving Caulfield 
17 41, Flinders Street 18 00 and then terminating at Spencer 
Street, platform 14, at 18 05 (23 minutes late). The train then 


ran empty cars to South Kensington sidings and returned to 
Spencer Street platform 7, where five cars were detached 
before R707 returned to Newport with BRS225 which was 
required for an Easter trip. 

We thank Seven-O-Seven Operations Inc, in particular 
their preparation/service crew for making running with 
R707 possible. As usual the locomotive ran to perfection 
throughout the tour and completed the whole trip well 
within a single tender of coal. We must also thank West Coast 
Railway for the provision of the S and K type carriages that 
enabled our train to operate at speeds in excess of the 80 km/h 
restriction that applies for the operation of most preserved 
wooden bodied cars. 

We thank the Tour Organisers — Andrew Carland and 
Bruce Payne, Booking Officer — John Langlois and all of 
those who assisted in order to make such an interesting 
action packed ARHS Tour possible. I thank our time-keepers 
Andrew Carland, Graeme Cleak and Rod Smith for the pro- 
vision of the train running times used in the preparation of 
this report. 


In full steam, R707 rounds the curves near the mill as it storms along the private line Both photos Bruce Payne 
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Above: C509 shunts at Dimboola before heading to Serviceton on 
Wed.7.3.79 Barry Eadie 

Below: 9723 descends the grade from Brooklyn with C504 and DL40 
in charge. Sat.29.7.95 Graham Withers 

Centre pages: X50 on a down Bendigo pass. lines up beside C503 
and B63 on a down Ballarat pass. at Spencer Street on a quiet 
Sunday afternoon. 7.10.84 David Hill 
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Above: C510 leans into the curve as it climbs away from the Melton Weir with 9148 from 
Adelaide at 08 14. Tues.29.3.94 

Below: The rain and hail is pelting down as C503-C504 power 9803 west of Derrinallum on 
Tues.24.9.96. This train was numbered as such as it originated at Albury Both photos Graham Withers 
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On FULL ALERT 
AND TRAINED FOR FIRE 


W,. extreme conditions fore- 


cast, the towns of Dargo, Briagolong, 
Fernbank, Munro and Maffra were 
under threat. The local people were 
fearful that if the fires escaped out of 
the national park and spread onto pri- 
vate property, it could be a replay of 
1965. 

That year two fires broke out, one 
near Glenmaggie which rolled down 
on Maffra like a red river before being ° 
stopped on the outskirts of that town. The other began east 
of Dargo and took off for Bairnsdale. It was pulled up near 
Bruthen 17 days later. 

To combat the 1998 fires, the CFA was prepared to send ina 
quarter of its statewide fleet of 2000 fire trucks and through 
the Emergency Response Co- ordinator in Sale, a request was 
made to V/Line to have its water train available. 

The tankers and pump unit had once served the railways as 
the Weedex train. There were differences between 1998 and 
1965. This time, Gippsland was suffering a greater drought, 
the fire threat had come earlier in the year — in fact it began 
New Year’s Day and there were more people living in 
isolated parts of the bush. 

The north and east of Gippsland was desperately short of 
water and available supplies might not meet CFA standards. 

So the need for the water train — which had not been 
turned onto a fire since Ash Wednesday, 15 years ago. 

V/Line was on a level three alert. The first was to have the 
train ready for action within 24 hours. The second was to have 
it on standby at Traralgon and in action at six hours notice 
and the third level was one hours notice — crewed and on 
standby at Sale. 

However, V/Line moved the train straight away from New- 
port to Sale. It consisted of a guard’s van, which would act 
as a supply unit, four water tankers, each carrying 7500 gallons 
of water and a pump unit. 

Through Gippsland Water, CFA arranged to have the train 
filled at Sale station and police were responsible for pro- 
viding manning at the level crossings, which had been 
decommissioned when the Sale - Bairnsdale freight service 
was cancelled. 


The bridge over the Avon River at Stratford pictured with T409 on the up Bairnsdale 
goods was then able to take loaded tankers on Wed.19.10.94 Peter Weickhardt 


Peter Philp* 


As the recent Alpine 
National Park fire roared 
out of control, small 
Gippsland towns waited — 
CFA waited — V/Line 
waited 


The CFA planned to have the train 
travel between Sale and Munro, east of 
Stratford, where it would feed the fire 
service’s trucks. 

However moving the train to Munro 
caused a major upset to the plan. 
V/Line told CFA that the trestle bridge 
over the Avon River, leading into Strat- 
ford was no longer safe to carry the 
weight of the tankers and locomotive. 
The only traffic on that section of track 
in recent times had been the woodchip trains operating out of 
Hillside. Independent advice was given to the CFA, confirm- 
ing that the bridge would not shoulder the load. 

The CFA drew up a second option for the train. This plan 
would see CFA tankers draw water from an irrigation channel 
near the Avon River. The train would transport water from 
Sale, which had adequate supplies, to re-stock the irrigation 
channel located on the west side of the trestle bridge. Two T 
class locos would push-pull the train because there was no 
loop west of Sale. 

Suddenly there was a new alert. The Bureau of Meteoro- 
logy forecast extreme weather conditions for the weekend of 
10-11 January. If the fires were to come out of the Alpine 
National Park this could be it. 

There was a late night meeting of the CFA operations offic- 
ers at the Sale Headquarters. When it broke up close to mid- 
night, a couple of officers headed down to the railway yards to 
check out the water train in case it was called into action. All 
the tankers were filled with water — all it needed were the 
locos. And in every town and settlement, CFA tankers were 
also at the ready to move. 

‘It could be all go tomorrow’, remarked one of the officers, 
as he emerged from under the train. ‘What a great piece of 
history this train is. I’m glad it was never cut up — it’s a great 
asset’. 

When Gippsland woke up in the morning it was raining. 
Milder weather that followed, allowed firefighters to control 
the national park fires. For the moment the emergency was 
over. And the water train returned into standby storage. 


*Peter Philp is a former journalist with the Sunday Herald 
and 3KZ. 


AREA 
To PICOLA 
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This month features the first of what will become a regular pictorial in 
future issues of NEWSRAIL focusing on various closed lines statewide. 

The Numurkah - Picola branch line in north-east Victoria was typical of 
many wheat lines in the country, with light rail and sand for ballast. It was 
unceremoniously closed in 1986 and to this date details of last train 
movements remain unknown. All photos taken on Sat.21.3.81 feature T326. 


The shot on the bridge is on the down and taken just out of Nathalia, while 
the lower shot is at Waaia station on the down Both photos Roger McCormack 
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Above: N455 on 8114 up Bacchus Marsh pass. rolls between the 
pylons at North Melbourne as the bridge construction gets closer. 
Mon.2.3.98 


Below: Nine days later the work is well advanced and moving by 


the minute. P15 on 8131 down Bacchus Marsh pass. leaves town 
beside a suburban set Both photos Ted Payne 
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WORKS 


A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


TENDERS 


= Tender 97364, closed 11 March. 
For the redevelopment of Flinders 
Street station in the leveling of 
platforms 8 and 9 at Flinders Street 
station. Scope of works include: 
alter existing platform furniture, 
service pits, steps, ramps and hand- 
rails to suit the new platform level; 
construct new concrete slabs to suit 
new platform levels including earth 
works and install ceramic tiles to 
new platform surface. 


Tender 98034, closed 13 March. 
For the repair and service of instru- 
mentation, switches, relays and 
electronic components. 


Tender 98030, closed 3 April. 

For the design, supply, installation 
and commissioning of a control and 
monitoring system (CMS) to replace 
the existing control system utilised 
in the monitoring mechanical ser- 
vices within the Met underground 
stations, substations and plant 
rooms in the city rail loop. 


Tender 98041, closed 13 March. 

For the purchase and removal of 
unserviceable freight rollingstock 
from nominated locations. 


Tender 97263, closed 20 March. 
For the design, checking, supply, 
installation, testing and commis- 
sioning of the signalling rearrange- 
ment at Sunbury. 


. 


® Tender H98048, closed 31 March. 


For the refurbishment and fit out of 
Hawthorn railway station, a heritage 
registered building. 

Tender 98043, closed 27 March. 
For the manufacture and supply of 
Comeng and Hitachi train traction 
motor armatures, including the 
manufacture of 12 x GEC317AZ, 2 x 
GEC318AZ and 12 x H5834 traction 
motor armatures. 

Tender 98044, closed 31 March. 
For the fabrication and installation 
of structural steel ‘back up’ to six 
locations in Melbourne to prevent 
the crash protection beams from 
falling to the ground on impact. 
Tender 98031, closed 8 April. 

For the supply and installation of 
new steel beams and timber transom 
deck for the rail bridge at Shaw’s 
Creek (near Wakool), at 313.722 
km, Echuca - Moulamein, to com- 
prise 9 x 4600 mm nominal spans 
with four beams per span. 
Department of Infrastructure ten- 
der, closed 1 April. 

For the provision of the NightRider 
bus service for a contract period of 
two years commencing May 1998. 
Services currently operate hourly 
from 00 30 to 04 30 on Saturday 
and Sunday mornings, with the 
additional trips on Sunday mor- 
nings on some routes. The service 
operates from the city to the follow- 


Not long ago, the Port of Melbourne was serviced by a number of lines. Sadly, 
all but one have been closed. Webb Dock in March 1998 had a building 
being constructed on a former line Roger Evans 


ing locations: Bayswater, Craigie- 
burn, Croydon/Lilydale, Dande- 
nong, Eltham, Epping, Frankston, 
St Albans/Melton and Werribee. 
Tender 98042 closed 22 April. 

For the overhaul of GEC 317 AZ 
Suburban Train Traction Motors, on 
the basis of four and eight motors 
per week for a contract duration of 
13 weeks with the option to extend 
a further 13 weeks. 

Tender 98060 closed 23 April. 

For the manufacture, installation 
and commissioning of fibre optic 
and copper cabling between Hallam 
and Pakenham. 

Tender 98007 closed 24 April. 

For the preparation and placing 
of approximately 2600 m? asphalt 
paving to platforms and pedestrian 
access ramps at twelve railway 
stations between Donnybrook and 
Chiltern on the Melbourne - 
Wodonga line. 


EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 


For the purchase of the PTC Elec- 
trical Workshop — Spotswood. 
The electrical workshop currently 
overhauls, repairs and tests rolling- 
stock traction motors and other 
rotating machines. The workshop 
employs 55 qualified tradespersons 
and support staff. The workshop is 
a state-of the-art, fully equipped, 
modern, purpose built facility com- 
pleted in 1991. 

The PTC as part of the sale, will 
commit to a base workload guaran- 
tee for a period of 12 months and 
access to further works on a tender 
basis. 

For the routine maintenance of 
buildings and plant at the following 
train maintenance facilities. 

For Bayside Trains at Newport, 
Macaulay and Melbourne Yard; and 
for Hillside Trains at Epping and 
Burnley. 


BRIDGEWATER WATER 
WHEEL MILL SIDING 


The siding from Bridgewater station 
to the Water Wheel Mill has been re- 
instated pending the receival of rice 
from Echuca for the extension of the 
mill operation to produce rice flour. 


The existing rail access has been out 


of use for a number of years as all wheat 
for the mill has been coming in by 
road. 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


GENERAL 


LINES UNSUITABLE FOR RAIL 
TRAFFIC: The following line 
sections are now unsuitable for rail 
services to operate due to declining 
track condition and other related 
infrastructure problems: 
= North Geelong Yard - Fyansford, 
Linton Junction (ballast siding) - 
Redan, Paniyta - Pinnaroo, Sale - 
Bairnsdale, Cranbourne - Nyora, 
Melbourne Yard - Webb Dock, 
Kyabram - Echuca and 
Strathmerton - Cobram. 
No rail services are to operate 


over these line sections unless 
authorised by Vic Track. 


WEST — North Geelong - 
Ballarat - Maryborough - 
Cressy - Ararat 


GHERINGHAP: Interesting 

sightings include: 

Sun.22.2: 

NR92-NR85-G518-34 wagons (9821) 
on down at 13 09. 

Mon.23.2: 

G536-G539-G540-G531-G538-45 
wagons (9752) on up at 14 28. 

G534-S307-S301 hauling 9137 on 
down at 15 22. 

Tues.24.2: 

G528-A71-S306-25 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 44. 

CLP8-703-CLP17-57 wagons (9753) 
on down at 21 O1. 

Wed.25.2: 

NR84-BL33-BL32-49 wagons (9822) 
on up at 13 11. 

G514-S301-X47-40 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 09. 

G534-S310-28 wagons (9125) on 
down at 22 15. 

Thurs.26.2: 

G516-T396-A71-37 wagons (9137) on 
down at 16 20. 

Fri.27.2: 

G534-T390-26 wagons (9124) on up 
at 08 44. 

CLP12-703-706-40 wagons (9756) on 
up at 11 08. 

G527-S307-X31-48 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 47. 

Sat.28.2: 

NR85-NR82-NR79-NR30-49 wagons 
(9724) on up at 17 07. 


Sun.1.3: 
NR83-NR74-G519-42 wagons (9724) 
on up at 22 07. 


Mon.2.3: 

A71-S306-T379-B76 (WCR)-Y 115-42 
wagons (9137) on down at 15 34. 
CLF7-GM38-CLP8-46 wagons (9756) 

on up at 17 05. 


Tues.3.3: 

CLP8-GM38-CLF7-46 wagons (9755) 
on down at 05 35. 

G521-G513-T379-43 wagons (9124) 
on up at 08 02. 

X31-S307-28 wagons (9137) on down 
at 15 21. 


Wed.4.3: 

NR87-DL44-BL26-38 wagons (9822) 
on up at 12 23. 

G524-S§306-A71 hauling 9137 on 
down at 14 32. 


Thurs.5.3: 
NR87-DL44-BL26-38 wagons (9821) 
on down at 12 24. 


Tues.10.3: 
G526-S310-X31-B76 (WCR) hauling 
9137 on down at 15 13. 


Wed.11.3: 

G527-X31-S310-S311 (WCR)-34 
wagons (9138) on up at 01 53. 

Sat.14.3: 

G529-G539-GM46-G538-42 wagons 
(9751) on down at 21 18. 


Mon.16.3: 
G531-G536-G538-G539-G529-41 
wagons (9752) on up at 14 00. 


Wed.18.3: 

G539-T399-16 wagons (9797) on 
down at 13 04. 

G527-S306-S310-31 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 31. 

Thurs.19.3: 

G516-S307-G512-45 wagons (9137) 
on down at 14 55. 


Fri.20.3: 

G537-T399-G539-18 wagons (9792) 
on up at 00 01. 

G512-S307-G524-S306 hauling 9138 
on up at 02 54. 

G524-S306-14 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 43. 


Sat.21.3: 
G529-X38-36 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 02. 


NORTH — Shepparton - 
Bendigo - Echuca 


EASTER STEAM SPECIALS: 
Easter Monday 13.4 saw two steam 
specials running to Bendigo for the 
Easter festival parade. Steamrail 
operated R766 from Spencer Street, 
while Seven-O-Seven Operations 
operated R707 from Lilydale. On 
the return journey R707 and R766 
double-headed from Bendigo to 
Sunshine where the train divided 
into two portions, with R707 
returning to Lilydale and R766 
running to Spencer Street. Y127 was 
also used in a push-pull mode 
between Spencer Street to Lilydale 
with R707. Extensive late running 
was experienced throughout the day 
on account of R766 having sanding 
problems on the down journey on 
Macedon Bank. 

On Easter Saturday 11.4 and 
Sun.12.4, J515 operated shuttle trips 
from Yarrawonga to Sloane and 
Tungamah for the Seymour Railway 
Heritage Centre. 


BENDIGO: Sightings are set out 

below. 

Sun.1.3: 

G523-P19-P23-49 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 45. 

G515-X44-A73-34 wagons (9084) 
departing at 22 31. 

Mon.2.3: 

X42-X43-17 wagons (9065) arriving 
at 07 45. 

G515-X40-X34-37 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 21 15. 

Tues.3.3: 

G516-P20-20 wagons (9065) arriving 
at 07 55. 

Wed.4.3: 

G516-T379-36 wagons (9065) arriving 
at 08 20. 

G526-X39-T379-34 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 22. 

Thurs.5.3: 

G526-P20-X51-48 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 37. 

Fri.6.3: 

X37-T408-24 wagons (9066) 
departing at 09 47. 

Thurs.12.3: 

G525-T388-32 wagons (9065) 
arriving at 07 35. 
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R707 waits for departure at Lilydale before heading to Bendigo on Easter Monday 13.4.98 P Symonds 


aa 


G514-G525-X37-T388-X43-51 
wagons (9084) departing at 23 25. 

Fri.13.3: 

G521-N457-33 wagons (9080) 
arriving at 01 14. 

Wed.18.3: 

G513-G515-X42-51 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 17 17. 

G513-X42-T388-40 wagons (9084) 
departing at 22 37. 

Thurs.19.3: 

G513-X50-T390-X44-45 wagons 
(9083) arriving at 21 20. 

Fri.20.3: 

G527-G521-X36-T388-45 wagons 
(9083) arriving at 17 18. 


BENDIGO DEPOT VISITS: 

Sun.1.3: G523, G524, P19, P23, T382, 
T402 and Y171. 

Sun.8.3: G514, G528, N457, N464, 
1379, 1382, T402 and Y171. 

Sun.15.3: G521, G526, N471, N473, 
1382, 1392, T402, X36 and Y171. 

Sun.22.3: G511, G525, N457, N475, 
1382, T402, X39 and Y171. 


STABLED LOCOS AT 

SHEPPARTON: 

Sun.8.3: A81, N463, P23, S301 and 
X39. 

Sat.14.3: A85, N456, P20, X37 and 
X48 

Sat.21.3: A81, N458, P19 and X50. 


NORTH EAST 


RAILCAR/RAILMOTOR TOUR: 
On Sat.18.4, DRC43 operated from 
Seymour to Oaklands for the Rail 
Tourist Association. On the same 
day 58RM operated from Seymour to 
Toolamba and returning to Flinders 
Street for the filming of a 
documentary series. 


SOUTH EAST 


LAST STEAM TO SOUTH 
GIPPSLAND?: On Wed. 29.4 a 
special transfer train consisting of 
K190 hauling 6OBW-61BW returned 
empty from Korumburra to 
Newport (Steamrail) following a four 
month period operating on the 
South Gippsland tourist railway 
between Nyora and Leongatha. The 
train operated at low speed over the 
section of line between Nyora to 
Cranbourne which has recently been 
booked out of service due to 
deteriorating track condition. Could 
this be the last steam train to 
operate beyond Cranbourne? 


METROPOLITAN 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS: 
In early February, X51 and X52 were 
returned to V/Line Freight, leaving 
X53 and X54 to run the steel trains, 
along with T371 and T374. Main 
highlights occured on weekends, 
especially 9553 on a Saturday. Extra 
locos are usually attached, and left at 


157 


Long Island to run 9558 ex Long 
Island at 21 30. Great Northern T’s 
376 and 377 appeared regularly. 
Some recent sightings at Frankston 
include: 

Wed.11.2: 

X52-X51-T371-33 wagons (9556) on 
up at 15 30. Final sighting of X51 
and X52 on hire to National Rail. 

Sat.14.2: 

X53-1374-X54-376 (GN)-T371-18 
wagons (9553) on down at 11 30. 
1371-376 (GN)-13 wagons (9558) on 

up at 21 15. 

Sat.21.2: 

376 (GN)-T371-X42-T374-X54 (all 
long end leading)-21 wagons 
(9553) on down at 11 28. 

X54-T374-X42 (all nose first)-33 
wagons (9556) on up at 13 50. 

1371-376 (GN) (both nose first)-13 
wagons (9558) on up at 21 30. 

Sun.22.2: 

377 (GN)-13 wagons (9553) on 
down at 12 05. 

X54-T374-376 (GN)-T371-377 (GN) 
noted shut down in the Long 
Island slab steel sidings at 19 30, 
ready to run 9552 to Melbourne 
on Mon.23.2. 

Sat.28.2: 

G543-X53-T374-18 wagons (9553) on 
down at 11 35. 

G543-33 wagons (9556) on up at 
15 30. 
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G536-539-540-531 and 538 arrive at Gheringhap with the up SCT superfreighter from Perth on Mon.23.2.98. 


Recently up to five locos have been common on this train on Mondays Graham Withers 


Sun.1.3: 

T374-X53-13 wagons (9553) on down 
at 12 05. 

G543-X53-T374-33 wagons (9556) on 
up at 15 30. 

Sat.7.3: 


X53-T374-X54-377 (GN)-T371- 
23 wagons (9553) on down at 
11 28. 


Sat.14.3: 

377 (GN)-T371-X54-T374-X53- 
19 wagons (9553) on down at 
11 30. 

Sun.15.3: 

1371-377 (GN)-16 wagons (9553) on 
down at 12 30. 


STONY POINT PASS.: A class 
locomotives were solely used 


throughout February/March with one 
exception (N475). On Fri.6.3, A66 
arrived at Frankston from Spencer 
Street with carriage set SH35 and 
PH453 (powervan) while A62 left 
with two MTH cars. SH35 is an 
orange livery set. Orange livery cars 
on the Stony Point pass are unusual 
as all four MTH cars that usually run 
the services are painted in red livery. 


AN11 makes a nice change from the numerous NRs at National Rail’s new fuel point in Melbourne. 
Sat.21.3.98 Michael Bray 
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Above: X34-A85-X52 head 9083 down Deniliquin goods at Appleton Dock on Mon.23.3.98, 
in place of the usual G-X combination Michael Bray 


Below: X53-T374-X54 with the down Long Island steel train crosses the Mordialloc Creek on 
Wed.25.2.98 Graham Withers 
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MORNINGTON RAILWAY 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY 


The Mornington Railway Preservation 
Society ran its first passenger train on 
the Mornington line on Sun.25.1. The 
service operated from Moorooduc to 
the World Drive crossing. 

The first run was for the benefit 
of MRPS members at 11 00, followed 
by the first public train. It is propo- 
sed to operate public services on a 
regular basis with K163 or T1334 
alternating depending on the weather 
conditions. 

Future public services are planned 
for 7 June (Queen’s Birthday week- 
end). 


SEYMOUR RAILWAY 
HERITAGE CENTRE 


For the 50th Anniversary celebrations 
of the Junee Roundhouse in NSW B74 
participated in the festivities. B74 was 
hauled to Junee from Seymour and 
return by National Rail Corporation 
at no charge. 

Following the success of earlier 
discussions with NRC they finally 
proceeded with the charter of the con- 
verted carriage 1BS, second class air- 
conditioned sitter with kiosk, for its 
Australia wide radio testing program. 
A number of modifications were re- 
quired and included internal changes 


News from the preservation scene 


to accommodate the radio require- 
ments, the fitting of standard gauge 
bogies including the conversion of 
the king pin arrangements and modi- 
fications to the door and handrail 
dimensions to meet the NSW gauge 
requirements. 

SRHC are repainting Yarra Parlor 
Car on behalf of the ARHS with pro- 
gress requiring major repairs to the 
woodwork including. the fitting of 
new fascia boards. As time permits, the 
restoration of J512 continues. 


STEAMRAIL VICTORIA 


Steamrail purchased from SteamRan- 
ger in South Australia in-conjunction 
with a local syndicate the wooden 
sleeping cars Coliban and Inman. 
These cars are E type non-aircon- 
ditioned sleeping cars from the Train 
of Knowledge and are fitted with former 
Spirit of Progress Timken bogies. They 
are in good condition and are com- 
plete with all fittings, mattresses, 
pillows and blankets. They were 
returned to Victoria by road. 
Steamrail has also purchased IHW 
formerly 37 AE, from the Murray Val- 
ley Railway Society at Echuca. The 
carriage was modified in the 1960s for 
use on the Weedex train as a crew car. 
The modifications included removal 
of the seats, conversion of the four 


Ex South Australian Railways Bluebird railcar No.251 has been restored to 
service in Melbourne and had its first test trip to Seymour on Tues.24.3.98. 
Unfortunately it failed at Wallan and was returned behind 
NR63-NR16 on 9823/BY4 Ted Payne 


middle compartments into bed- 
rooms, a kitchen area at one end with 
shower and toilet facilities at the 
other end. 

The removal of track from the dis- 
used sidings at the former Gilbertson’s 
meatworks has allowed work to pro- 
ceed on the track and point work for 
road 2 and 3 at West Block. 


TRENTHAM 
AGRICULTURAL & 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


This organisation occupies the Tren- 
tham station which has recently been 
restored and holds right of way on 
3.4 km of track from Kyneton Road 
to Falls Road on the former Carlsruhe 
to Daylesford line. 

Following the removal of 30AV, the 
former ARHS Historic Display car, 
from HMAS Cerberus, Crib Point, by 
West Coast Railway, the car is now 
relocated to Trentham station ready 
for conversion to a restaurant. 

Rollingstock which the group have 
obtained include; GY4548, 11340, 
M801, QR210, U294, HD30 (Tommy 
Bent I), HD174, VLX46, ZD468 and 
RTI5. 


ARHS KEW BRANCH LINE 
INSPECTION 


Some seventy ARHS members and 
friends carried out an evening inspec- 
tion of the former Hawthorn - Kew 
branch line on Mon.19.1. 

The line closed on 13.5.1957 and dis- 
mantled in early 1959. Co-operation 
was received from a number of organis- 
ations including the California Motor 
Inn and VicRoads who provided access 
to private land to allow the tour party 
to trace the route of the line. 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 


Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 
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Above: Members of the Puffing Billy Preservation Society have been busy in the Otway Ranges 
and have returned a small section of track to Crowes to mark the end of the former ‘Beechie’ 
Line from Colac to Crowes 


Below: L1162 hauls T364 and its test train up Longwarry bank as it heads for Warragul on the 
first L class mainline run in over ten years. Sat.28.2.98 Both photos Roger McCormack 
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A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid week visits by arrangement: 
Phone 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties 
and special functions. 


Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


AVAILABLE LATE JUNE A NEW VIDEO 
FROM ROCK TOP PRODUCTIONS 


JUST CHASING TRAINS 


28K KKK KOK OK 


See 8170, the first 81 class to visit South Australia 


2 OK OK OK ok OK OK 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 
The Westrail L class in Victoria 
OK OK OK KK KOK 
AND THE MAIN FEATURE 
All Tracks Lead to Parkes 


Filmed during April 1995 when National Rail diverted all westbound 
services from Melbourne via Parkes - Broken Hill. 


ORK OK OK OK KKK 


Total running time 77 minutes. 
OK OK OK OK OK OK OK 


SPECIAL OFFER 
ORDERS RECEIVED PRIOR TO 30.6.98 
$34.00, plus $3.50 postage and handling. 
OK KKK KKK 


Normal price thereafter 
$39.00, plus $3.50 postage and handling. 


ROCK TOP PRODUCTIONS 
P.O. Box 1188, Werribee Plaza, Victoria 3030 


Dealer Enquiries Welcome. Rock Top Productions ACN 065 142 074 


BRANCH LINE 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 


10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 
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MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
EFTPOS — VISA — MASTERCARD — BANKCARD 
Shop 29, Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 
sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 
2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.SW. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
Weare interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines we have for sale in the shop. For a list 
please send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Stafford Stamps and Railways Collectables: Our new list of offers is available for 
the asking and features many items brought back from our trip to the U.K. 
recently. Write, ring or fax us for your free copy. Stafford Stamps, Box 73, 
Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. Remember we are always 
interested in buying your surplus railway and tramway books, tickets, badges, 
postcards, etc. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month. 
All advertisers are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any 
advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on 
request. Charges: Based on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2 per line 
per month. Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge for 
all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


Locomotive Profile 


New South Wales Railways “38”’ Class 


“Pacific” 4-6-2 Express Passenger Locomotive 
A complete photographic profile - edited by John Sargent | 


Available April 1998 
48 pages A4 landscape full colour $29.95 from your local hobby shop or direct from 
Train Hobby, P.O. Box 5005 Studfield 3152, (03) 98011210, post free anywhere. 


Locomotive Profile 


Victorian Railways “R” Class 


“Hudson” 4-6-4 Express Passenger Locomotive 
A complete photographic profile - Edited by John Sargent 


Mi eeremeg ton 
vailab 
48 pages A4 landscape full colour $29.95 from your local hobby 
Train Hobby, P.O. Box 5005 Studfield 3152, (03) 98011210, post free anywhere. 
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